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Elements of Gothic Horrors

Hamlet is Shakespeare’s most famous play and one of his most gothic. From watching the play, a viewer can see how easily it can be adapted to a Gothic novel. In the play, we encounter various instances where Shakespeare used different cases to reveal the use of Gothic elements. In this play, the first instance or hint of gothic horror is the hamlet’s medieval settings. The early Gothic novels were set in the middle Ages. The second instance of gothic in the hamlet was the idea of madness among others which will be discussed in the essay to show the elements of gothic horror as those in Poe and Faulkner stories as seen in the Hamlet. 

In the Faulkner story, the “Rose for Emily” is a good example of Gothic. In his story, he demonstrates sadness occurring due to love which is not returned as well as the drive used by Emily to acquire what she wishes to have. The primary theme in the story is that people should let go of the past so that they can welcome the future. In the story, Emily is described as a person who lived in the shadow of her past since she is afraid of changing the future (Hopkins 33). She kept everything she loved in the past with her as she would not let go of the past experiences. However, the gothic element in the story is seen when the narrator used “A Rose for Emily” this is where Emily purchased the arsenic as well as the tomb which is laid inside the house. Such themes tell us that gothic literature comprises of the cryptic as well as the dark setting and tones. The entire story is filled with violence as written by Faulkner’s as well as other events that create suspense and terror.
For instance, it creates a deep horror in which the story tells us that, Emily story is a deep horror in which it was her imprisonment. Stubborn as she is, she never leaves her house, she stayed there for about ten years. In the Poe story, the lady Rowena is told to be locked in a room, in the fall of the house of usher Madeline is buried alive in a catacomb. On the other hand, Emily is imprisoned in the house by her father’s austerity (43). The stories of Poe and Faulkner is demonstrating the Gothic literature throughout.

           The setting of the play took place in the medieval kingdom of Denmark. However, most of the actions are occurring at Elsinore Castle. From the setting description, we can see that the setting of the play is tied to gothic literature. In the scene, we see hamlet encountering with his father who died two months ago not in person but as a ghost. Also, the story establishes or instead introduce another element of gothic which is portrayed in the theme of revenge (Townshend 81). What defines the gothic literature in the Hamlet play is wide usage of the concept of the past haunting the present actions. In the play wrongs that were done in the past are revealed and even revenged. For example, in the play, the dead King revealed to his son Hamlet inform of the ghost that he was killed, and he charge hamlet to revenge for him.
In the play, another instance or element of gothic horror is seen or described in a theme which pervades hamlet as mad or insane. It is an element that is widely explored in some of the classic gothic literature such as the works of Edgar Allan Poe. In the play, Hamlet is described as a person descending on madness and even attempt to kill his mother as well as the person who killed his father. Another element of the Gothic horror in the story is where Ophelia commits suicide, the gravediggers then poke fun at death which created emotions and resulted in a fight by two men in the open grave. What we can see is that, there incident of an incident which makes people to be worried as the play continues. In the entire play, there has been monstrosity as well as the evil that has been symbolized with madness and insanity. Therefore, the gothic horror is like those in Poe and Faulkner’s stories (Townshend 111). The gothic horror has been characterized by gloomy interiors as well as decaying exteriors. There have been premature burials as well as bodily decay and reincarnated lovers.

[bookmark: _GoBack]From what is discussed, there many uses of gothic horror in the Hamlet play as they are in the Poe and Faulkner’s stories. The play is filled with mystery and tragedy. There is the protagonist. For example, the hamlet was feeling alone and tortured after his father’s death. The realization of his uncle killed his father angered him and fueled the revenge. The drama in the story is whether Hamlet will kill the person who took the life of his father.
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